JOINT COMMITTEE OF 

CHRISTCHURCH RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

Committee Meeting Minutes

Stanpit Village Hall 11th January 2005 at 7.30 pm

Present: Chairman, Patricia Whiffen, Paul Ranking (Christchurch Citizens), Andy Glaser (Friars Cliff), Peter Martin (Highcliffe), Debbie Stephens (Stanpit), Roger Hamilton (West Christchurch) and Jim Biggin (Secretary)

72. Apologies: John White (Christchurch Citizens), Mike Parker (Stanpit), Julie Petrie (FROGS)

73. Minutes: The Minutes of the committee meeting of 9th November 2004 were approved and signed by the Chairman.

74. Re:Act: In reponse to a question from the Chairman the Secretary reported that he had received no communication from CBC on this topic.

75. Treasurer’s Resignation: the Secretary read a letter of resignation that was accompanied by a report from the Treasurer, which indicated that current funds stood at £48.68. It was resolved (1) that the Secretary would write a letter of appreciation to the Treasurer (2) that each association would ask its treasurer if he or she felt able to take on the job failing which (3) Debbie Stephens (Stanpit) would take over the job.

76. Future Subscriptions: It was resolved that subscriptions for 2005-06 would be £20 per member organisation.

77. JCCRA Constitution: after some discussion it was felt (1) that the current constitution is fit for purpose and that (2) FROGS are a suitable organisation for JCCRA membership.

78. Delegates’ Reports: Christchurch Community Partnership: nothing to report. A conference is scheduled for 29th January

79. Delegate’s Reports: Community Safety Action Group: nothing to report other than that the telephone number handed out by the police is of questionable value since nobody answers it.

80. Delegates Reports: Bournemouth International Airport: nothing to report. Paul Ranking (Christchurch Citizens) indicated that he would not now be able to act as our representative. It was resolved that Peter Martin (Highcliffe) would take on this post.

81. SW Region Spatial Strategy: the Secretary reported that we had made a submission in response to the consultation document, which had been acknowledged. It was resolved that we should now make a similar response to the South East Dorset sub-plan. 

82. Christchurch Citizens Report: a development plan for the land behind Christchurch Station that borders Clarendon Road has been rejected by CBC, even though it appeared to offer an opportunity for low cost housing. The much-delayed introduction of a 30mph speed limit on Barrack Lane was welcomed.

83. Friars Cliff Report: plans are afoot to improve Lymington Road-Bure Lane junction

84. FROGS Report: no FROGS member was present but the committee expressed congratulations on the opening of the wheel park (a facility for young people). 

85. Highcliffe Report: they continue to experience major problems with the development of what is seen as inappropriate housing. The public enquiry into the planned development at the Seward’s site has overturned CBC refusal to allow narrow purpose sheltered housing units despite strong objection from locals. The Cliff Top Café development is ongoing.

86. Stanpit Report: the Avonmouth Hotel development application has been withdrawn. An unfortunate precedent has been set by CBC planning allowing an inordinately large extension to be built onto a small property sitting in a large piece of land. The roads around Mudeford Lane have become dangerous rat-runs as motorists seek to avoid the sleeping policemen outside the school.

87. West Christchurch Report: the Forestry Commission is meeting with interested statutory bodies and the applicant on 28th January to try to resolve the trees on St Catherine’s Hill issue. Hurn Parish Council is pressing for the resident association to be present. Following a successful lawsuit against The Advertiser for failing to distribute its bulletin the association is exploring the use of The Post Office to distribute newsletters.

88. Resignation of Andy Glaser (Friars Cliff): the Chairman expressed everybody’s thanks to Andy for her past contribution to the work of the committee.

The meeting closed at 8.50pm

The next meeting (the AGM) is scheduled for Tuesday 8th March at 7.30pm in Stanpit Village Hall (upper committee room).

